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A CLARION CALL TO ALL ON GIRLS EDUCATION IN
NIGERIA

Girls’ education is a human right and also our collective responsibility.
Educating girls contributes significantly to the development of a stable,
prosperous and healthy nation state whose citizens are active, productive and
empowered. Yet data indicate that in Nigeria:

Over 5.5 million girls are out-of-school (UNESCO, 2014)

40% women and 28% men have never attended school (NPC, 2009)
Nearly two-thirds of women in the North-West and North-East regions
have no education, compared to less than 15% in the South-South
(ibid.)

The Net Enrolment Rate at primary school level is 56% for girls and
61% for boys (UNESCO, 2014)

Drop-out rates are highest at the sixth grade of primary school and
higher among girls than boys (NPC, 2009).

Of the staggering 10.5 million out-of-school children in Nigeria today,
the majority are girls and most are from the poorest families in rural
areas of the North-West and North-East regions.
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